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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drury Dane Cheatre. 
Charles the Twelfth, The Citizen, and the Pantomime, were the 
performances at this house Jast night. In the first piece, Madame 
Vestris sustained the part of Hudiga, for the first time, delightfully. 


Covent Garden “heatre. 

Last night a Musical Romance, ealled Robert the Devil, Duke of 
Normandy, was brought out at this ‘Theatre, and met with a tolerably 
favorable reception ; imdeed, more so than its intrinsie merit deserved. 
It is one of that kind of Melo-dramas which, we had hoped, the good 
taste of the public had banished to the Minor Theatres, where 
only such a pieee ought to be tolerated. The author has, doubtless, 
been indebted to the French for his plot, as there was a Melo-drama 
acted at La Porte St. Martin, entitled Robert le Diable; and, if we 
remember rightly, Mayerbere composed an Opera under the same 
title. The following is an outline of the story :— 

Robert, Duke of Normandy, (Bennett,) has by his profligate con- 
duct obtained the sowbriguet of the Devil; he is a second Giovanné, 
following every pretty girl that he sees, and by means of a charmed 
ring subduing them to his will. One of his victims is the Lady Ma- 
tilda, (Mrs Vining,) whom, after having seduced from her convent, 
and deceived by a fictitious marriage, he abandons. Shortly after, he 
saves the life of Lady Blanche, (Miss Hughes,) and under the name 
of Adelbert, wins her effections, though she is betrothed to Edmond, 
(Mr. Borrebow,) but just as he has placed on her finger the charmed 
ring, avd has won ber consent to fly with him, Matilda comes in aod 
saves Blanche, who is her sister, by discovering the perfidy of the 
supposed Adelbert. While prosecuting bis amour with Blanche, Ro- 
bert, under the name of Henri, a troubadour, had been wooing Lodine, 
a peasant girl, (Miss Cawse,) and their wedding is appointed to take 
place at the Castle of the Countess Rosambert, (Miss Lacy) mother 
of his victim, Matilda. 

The marriage is to be celebrated in a hall which contains a statue 
of Matilda, and when Picolo, (Keeley) reminds his master, the Duke, 
that he had sworn to place the ring on the finger of Matilda. he com- 
mands Picolo to fulfil the oath by placing it on the fiager of the sta- 
tue. The ceremony then is about to take place, when the Countess 
recognises the disguised Duke, and even the siatue points him out as 
her destroyer. Amidst the confusion which ensues, Robert bears off 
Lodine to his owa castle, and again ig on the point of espousing Mer, 
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when the statue stalks in, (like the Ghost in Don Giovanni?) and 
claiming her bridegroom, sinks with him into the lower regions, sur- 
rounded with sulphureoes and tormenting Hames. 


Bennett’s acting was quite on a par with the character he repre- 
sented, and would have been thought very fine at the Coburg. Keeley 
was, as he always is, full of humour, but no thanks to the author, all 
the merit was his own; it was-not what he said, but the manner in 
which he said it. The music by Barnett was much too good for the 
piece, to which it was tacked. Miss Cawse sang a very pretty air, 
which was encored, as was a song by Miss Hughes. The melodrama- 
tic music on the appearanee of the statue, was appropriate, and highly 
effective. Mrs. Ving deserves praise for her performance of the 
animated statue. Keeley announced the piece for repetition on Thurs- 
day, after the new Opera, with applause mixed with a few hisses.— 
The house was nearly empty till the half-priee ; and then, was not one 
third full. The Pantomime and Don Giovanni were performed after 
the new piece. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mar. Eprror, I address you from the Cigar Divan,King-street, Covent 
Garieu, having just popt into takea cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
word---beg pardon, hope | don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so as'to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two grand views,at the Diorama, 
Regeiit’s Park— was puzzled to decide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
sy ga water flowing, smoke aseending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 

ad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Peter’s will 
satisfy me. 

On my return through Regent Street I step in to see the Wonders of Itlusion, 
Gisplayed by Art, ai the Cosmorama.—The Palaceof the Grand Seignor, The 
City of Grand Cairo, Grand Temple of Edfou in Egypt, Cherbourg, Cape St. 
Vincent, Mont St. Gothard, with the Devil's Bridge and the Falls of the Reuss 
in motion, and the last terrific Eruption of Mount Vesuvias—truly awful !— 
with others not less interesting ; forming together 14 Views, being the largest 
ever exhibited in London. 

@n Tuesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Scutpture, in Old’Bond Street, 
to view the figures, life size, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
e sclf-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s uproacious laugh—the expression so ‘perfect; pose of figures 
admivable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them—This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

Oo Friday, I drop in to examine Aliss Linwood's curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. 

1 daily, between 1 and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant.notes with some har- 
mony divine, and may be found at The Apollonicon, 101, St. Martin’s Lane.— 
Market and Fishermen’s Chorus, from the Opera of Masaniello, enchanting ! 
but L intrude—beg pardon. Your’s, PAUL PRY. 

Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark-Court, Exeter-street, Strand. 

All Communications mast be post paid.— Printing in General. 
(The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of Jhe Subcribers at 
2s. per Mcnth, 

















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


Venice Preserved. 


With new Scenery, Dresses and Decorations. 
Scenery painted by Messrs. GRIEVE, 7. and W. GRIEVE, 


Duke of Venice, Mr BAKER, | 
Priuli, Mr EGERTON, Bedamer, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Jaffer, Mr WARDE, 
Renault, Mr EVANS,  Spinosa, Mr IRWIN, 
Pierre, Mr C. KEMBLE 
Elliot, Mr HORREBOW, Mezzana, MrSUTTON, 
Captain of the Guard, Mr MEARS, 
Theodore, Mr J. COOPER, Durand, Mr GRANT. 


Belvidera, Miss FANNY KEMBLE. 


New Scenery. 
St. Mark’s, the Ducal Palace, &c. taken from the Grand Square. sesee 
(W. Grieve) 
The Rialto, and Canal Grande, by Moonlight...... (T. Grieve) 
Piazza of the Senate House...(Grieve) 
A Street in Venice. ... 20+ spsecsssseese( W. Grieve) 








After which, the new Petite Comedy, called A 


Husband’s Mistake. 


Or, the Corporal’s Wedding. 


Baron Saldorf, (Corporal of Militia) Mr BARTLEY, 
Count Frederick Lowenstein, Mr ABBOTT, 
William, Mr IRWIN, Shwartz, Mr TURNOUR; 
Fritz, Mr KEELEY. 


Henrietta. ...'.c0 «o's ace Miss ELLEN ‘TREE, 
Madame Gigot, Mrs GIBBS, 
Blonde, Miss GOODWIN, Louisa, Mrs BROWN, 
Mina, Miss LAWRENCE, 
Adela, Miss PHILLIPS, Frill, Miss REED. 


To-morror, (first time)'a new Grand Opera, entitled Ninetta ; or, 
the Maid of Palaiscau. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


OTHELLO. 


Brabantio, Mr YOUNGE, Gratiano, Mr FENTON, 
Duke of Venice, Mr THOMPSON, 
Ludovico, Mr AITKEN, Montano, Mr LEE, 

Othello, Mr WALLACK, 
Cassio, Mr COOPER, Roderigo, Mr BROWNE, 
lago, Mr YOUNG, 
Bemilias o.¢ i... 00. cece oe sce ES. GLOVER: 
Desdemona, Miss PHILLIPS. 


To conclude with (33d time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, cailed 


Jack in the Box. 


Flickerfame. the Goblin, Miss LANE, Glimmer, Mr SHERIFF, 
Jack in the Box. Mr RICHARDSON, Blueblaze, Mr S. JONES, 
Peep-Ho, Guardian of the Adamant Box, & Pantaloon, Mr BARNES. 
High-ho, a Knight on a love-errand, & Harlequin, Mr HOWELL, 
Ram-go, bis Squire and Follower, & Clown, Mr J.S.GRIMALDI, 
Luciana, Princess of the Hidden Island, & Columbine, Miss RYAL, 
Ho-fum, the Giant Genius, Mr Altesse, Hi-fum, Madame Treslong, 
Fum-she, the Giant's only Child, Mr WIELAND, 

Mammi Pappi, her Nurse, Mr Bartlett, Kee-loc, Mr Brady, 
Stoo-Pan, the Giant’s Head Cook, Mr CHIKINI, 

Siamese Youths, with an united Pas Deux, Mess.Wieland & Chikini, 
Mushapug, the Monkey, the Phenomenon, Myn. VON KLESHNIG, 
Hon. Mr Trifletime, with a Song. ..ese..00e+--++++- Miss POOL, 
Old Flying Dutchman, Mr Salter, New Flying Dotchman, MrLapwing, 
Scéne 1 The Enchanted Grove and Goblin Abode (Stanfield) With Fairy Vi- 
sion of the Hidden Island—2 Exterior of Ho-Fum's Palace (Andrews)— 
3 The Giant’s Dining Parlour (Marinari)—4 Ascent to the Burning Mount, 
with Beacon Light (Stanfield)—5 The Crater, by Moonlight (Stanfield)— 
6 Splendid City of the Mists in the Hidden Islands (Stanfield)—7 Lime 
Kilns near Gravesend (An Hay New Post Office at 8 A. M, (Marinari) 
9 The West End at 9 A. M. (Marinari)—10 A Little Way out of Town— 

Andrews)—11 Veluti in Speculum (Andrews) With a Pas de Deux by Mr 

owell and Miss Ryal—Les Ombres, Mr Chikini and Miss Macdonald—12 
Cheesemonger’s Shop and Wine Vaults (Adams)—13 Mount Edgecombe— 
(Stanfieid)—14 Gloucester Coffee House—Snowy Night (Andrews) 

Stanfield’s Grand Local Diorama, 

Displaying —Windsor—Town and Castle of Windsor—The River near Bro- 
ens Meadow, Sunset, with Eaton, by Moonlight—Windsor Great Park—The 
Castie—Plantations near the Royal Lodge—Virginia Wa'ers—The Royal 
Pavilion—The Upper Lake—The Dry Arch—To conclude with a grand Dis- 
play of the Falls of the Virginia Waters, in which:89 tons of Water will be 
introduced, 














To-morrow, (first time) a new Comic Opera, called The National ( 
Guard: or, Bride and no Bride. 





